
Successful DHS Operational Trials Demonstrate New 

Govt-Industry Cargo Screening Capability 
The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Agency (CBP) announce the successful operational testing of the Automated Commercial Environment Rail and Manifest (ACE M1) system, in partnership with the South Carolina Ports Authority and major ocean carriers APL, Orient Overseas Container Line (OOCL) and Maersk.  ACE M1 is an internet system that processes rail and sea cargo trade manifest data which is collected by forty-eight U.S. regulatory agencies.  
Currently, ocean and rail trade companies including brokers, shippers and carriers manually provide import and export cargo manifest data on government forms.  Once ACE M1 is available, manifest data will be submitted electronically, introducing new efficiencies in pre-screening imported cargo and supporting the smooth flow of the supply chain. Cargo data will be easily accessible by government agencies with regulatory safety and border security responsibilities, enabling better coordination between government agencies to halt threats and prevent disasters.  ACE M1 is also expected to save the commercial ocean and rail cargo trade many millions of dollars in paper courier costs that will become unnecessary when the system is fully operational.  
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USCG and CBP piloted the system in a series of trials conducted in May 2012 at the Wando Welch Terminal in Charleston, South Carolina, and on-line with live operational trade data.  This test gave the Coast Guard an opportunity to assess how the software program could help improve screening for marine safety and security missions, enabling communication with ocean carriers and federal partners.   In the test scenarios, the Coast Guard was able to screen in-bound cargo for hazardous materials, identify containers for inspection, notify the participating ocean carriers, and post completion findings on-line.
Commercial ocean carriers APL, OOCL and Maersk and the South Carolina Ports Authority worked closely with the Coast Guard and CBP pilot team, which was critical to the success of the ACE M1 trials.  Trade participants from all three participating companies were awarded the Commandant’s Public Service Commendation award by Rear Admiral Servidio, USCG, at a meeting of the CBP Trade Support Network on July 24th, 2012.

The initial operational testing of ACE M1 by the Coast Guard is an important step toward meeting the SAFE Port Act's International Trade Data mandate and marks the first operational test and evaluation of the system by CBP with another federal agency and the trade.
The joint ACE M1 pilot was directed and overseen by the interagency Senior Guidance Team, co-chaired by the Coast Guard Commandant, CBP Commissioner and the Director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  Through their leadership, the Coast Guard and CBP are advancing the ACE program’s automation of international trade data, which is the highest information sharing priority in the President’s National Strategy for Global Supply Chain Security. 

