Federal Government Use of E-Commerce Data
at International Borders 
The purpose of this document is to ensure a clear and common understanding of a proposal developed by interagency staff working on the International Trade Data System (ITDS) project to use commercial data standards to speed cargo entering the United States and help limit the amount of data traders are required to provide.  It is proposed that products entering the United States will be reported to the Federal government using the currently required Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) number and optional e-commerce data – commercially available product identification and classification references.
As part of the modernization of US Customs and Border Protection data systems, the ITDS Board of Directors has requested that Customs and Border Protection (CBP) modify existing data transmission record sets to include all information contained in the ITDS Standard Data Set (SDS).  Additional product identification information, as part of a filing to CBP, allows elimination of separate filings to other government agencies, and is central to risk assessment.  The Product Information Committee (PIC), chaired by Douglas Bailey, Chief Information Officer of the Agricultural Marketing Service, United States Department of Agriculture, has prepared an implementation guide for the use of e-commerce data.  This guide has been shared with both government and private sector stakeholders to gather additional comments and further develop the proposal.  It is the belief of the ITDS Board that the collection and use of e-commerce information will provide positive benefits to both the government and private sector.  Key points regarding this effort are:
1)  Work is underway to develop enhanced entry data record sets that would support the provision of e-commerce data, but a date for their deployment has not yet been established.

2)  The private sector would not be required to provide additional e-commerce data – initial participation would be voluntary.
3)  The PIC is coordinating three pilot tests with the private sector for products with potential impact on public health (meat), public safety (toys), and environmental protection (pest management of cut floral products).

4)  At this time, the use of these additional codes is limited to formal entry import transactions.

5)  Depending upon the outcome of the pilot tests and discussions of the implementation guide, a business case for the specific methodology used to collect e-commerce data will be developed.
6)  The ITDS Board intends to share results from the pilot tests and conduct a robust discussion with the private sector moving forward.
Questions or comments on the guidance document can be directed to the PIC Chairman at douglas.bailey@ams.usda.gov.
